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After 12th, the main IT paths are a degree (B.Tech CSE or IT, BCA, B.Sc Computer Science or
Data Science, BBA or B.Com with analytics) plus a practical skill such as data analytics,
coding or cloud. A degree opens doors for most jobs, but skills and projects decide who
gets hired. Data analytics is a good first skill for students from any stream because it needs
logic, Excel, SQL and a Bl tool more than advanced maths.

Key takeaways

* The India Skills Report 2026 (via Careers360) shows computer science graduates at about 80%
employability, B.Tech overall at 70.15%, commerce at 62.81% and science at 61%.

* The same report says IT leads fresher hiring at 35% of planned hires.

¢ LinkedIn's Grad's Guide 2026 found entry-level hiring in India rose 168% between 2023 and 2025.

* PayScale's self-reported data shows entry-level Data Analysts in India averaging about Rs 4.1
lakh total pay.

e Combine arecognised degree with one practical skill, like data analytics, and build projects
from your first year.

Who this report is for

This report is for students who have finished or are finishing Class 12 and want a career in IT. You
may be from science (with or without maths), commerce or arts. The good news is that IT careers
are open to all three, though some paths need maths in 12th.

We compare the main degrees and short skill courses using published data where it exists. Where
no source gives a number, we give plain guidance instead.

Degree options compared

Employability figures are from the India Skills Report 2026, as reported by Careers360. They

measure how many test-takers were found job-ready, not placement rates at any college.

Path after 12th Who can apply (usual Employability (India
rule) Skills Report 2026)

B.Tech [ BEin CSEor Science with maths, 4 years 80% (CS), 78% (IT), Highest employability
IT entrance exam 70.15% (all B.Tech) in the report
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Path after 12th Who can apply (usual Employability (India

rule) Skills Report 2026)

BCA Any stream at many 3 years Not reported Popular low-cost
colleges, some ask for separately route into software
maths

B.Sc Computer Science, often with 3to4 61% (science overall)  Good base for

Science [ IT [ Data maths years analytics and data

Science science

B.Com or BBA with Commerce or any 3 years 62.81% (commerce Strong for business

analytics stream overall) and data analyst

roles

BA (with a skill Any stream 3 years 55.55% (arts overall)  Needs an added tech

course) skill to enter IT

Polytechnic After 10th or 12th 2to 3 32.92% Lowest in the report,

diploma years add skills early

BCA, BBA and B.Sc data science were not listed separately in the coverage we read, so we do not
give numbers for them.

Short skill courses that work with any degree

A degree takes 3 to 4 years. A focused skill course runs alongside it and gives you something to
show employers.

* Data Analytics: Excel, SQL, Power Bl or Tableau, and basic Python. Good for any stream.
PayScale lists SQL, Excel, Python, Power Bl and Tableau as common data analyst skills.

* Full Stack Development: HTML, CSS, JavaScript, React, Node.js and databases. Best for students
who enjoy building things.

* Data Science and Al: Python, statistics and machine learning. Easier if you are comfortable with
maths.

¢ Cloud and DevOps: Linux, networking basics, one cloud platform. Often taken after the basics of
coding.

* Cybersecurity: networks, operating systems and security tools.

Why data analytics is a good first skill: it uses logic more than heavy maths, every industry needs it,
and you can build portfolio projects with free public data. PayScale (self-reported, updated
October 2026) shows entry-level Data Analysts averaging about Rs 4.1lakh total pay and early-
career analysts (1to 4 years) about Rs 5.7 lakh.

What the job market says

¢ The India Skills Report 2026 says organisations plan 40% of their FY2026-27 hires for new roles,
and IT leads fresher hiring at 35%.

* Linkedin's Grad's Guide 2026 (via People Matters) found entry-level hiring in India rose 168%
between 2023 and 2025, and that more entry-level hires had done internships than in earlier
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years.

* WEF's Future of Jobs Report 2025 (via People Matters) names analytical thinking as the top skill
employers want, with 70% rating it essential. Big data specialists and Al and machine learning
specialists are among the fastest-growing jobs.

The pattern is clear. Employers want people who can think with data and use technology, and they
look for proof such as internships and projects.

How Al changes things for 12th pass students

You will spend your college years in a world where Al tools are normal at work.

* Naukri's World Al Day Report 2026 (via Telangana Today) found Al skills in 15.4% of tech job
descriptions in 2026, up from 0.9% in 2020.

* Linkedin's Grad's Guide 2026 names Al Specialist and Generative Al Engineer among the fastest-
growing roles for fresh graduates.

What this means for you: learn the basics properly, because Al tools make mistakes and you need
to spot them. Then learn to use Al tools to work faster, for example to write SQL queries, clean data
or explain a chart. Simple data entry and copy-paste tasks are the ones most at risk. WEF lists data
entry clerks among the fastest-declining jobs.

Common mistakes after 12th

Students and parents often make the same few mistakes when choosing an IT path:

* Choosing only by brand or fees. A costly course does not guarantee skills. Look at the syllabus,
faculty, projects and internship support.

* Waiting until final year to learn skills. Three years pass quickly. Start one practical skill in your
first year, even for 1 hour a day.

* Thinking only B.Tech leads to IT. B.Tech has the highest employability in the India Skills Report
2026, but BCA, B.Sc, BBA and B.Com students also enter IT, especially in data and business
analyst roles.

* Following a trend without interest. LinkedIn's India Jobs on the Rise 2026 (via HR Katha) ranks
Prompt Engineer, Al Engineer and Software Engineer at the top, but these need strong basics
and steady practice. Pick a path you will enjoy learning for years.

* Ignoring communication. Analysts and developers explain their work to managers and clients
every day. Practise simple, clear English and presentation skills.

The IT industry is large and still growing. NASSCOM estimates India’s tech industry at about $315
billion in FY26, with about 59.5 lakh direct employees (as reported by Angel One). There is room for
students from every stream, but mainly for those who prepare.

A simple rule helps: in every year of college, finish at least one new skill and one new project. By
graduation you will have a portfolio that shows steady growth, which is exactly what recruiters look
for in a fresher.

uncodemy.com Page 3 of 5



Year by year: what to learn and expect

2026

Choose your degree based on your stream, budget and interest. In the first semester, start Excel
and basic computer skills. Learn to type fast and use spreadsheets well.

2027

Learn SQL and one Bl tool (Power Bl or Tableau). Do two small projects, such as a sales dashboard
or a cricket stats analysis. Start a GitHub or portfolio page.

2028

Learn basic Python for data (pandas) and statistics. Try your first internship. Learn to use an Al
assistant to speed up analysis, and always check its answers.

2029

Final year for most 3-year degrees. Build one bigger project using real business data. Apply for
data analyst, business analyst and MIS roles. B.Tech students can also aim at data science or
software roles.

2030

WEF's outlook to 2030 says 39% of workers' existing skills will be transformed or outdated. In your
first job, keep learning: cloud data tools, machine learning basics or a domain like finance or
healthcare.

2031

No major source has published job forecasts for 2031. The safe guidance: people who combine a
degree, data skills and good communication, and who keep learning new tools, will have the most
choices, including moving into data science, product or management.

A 5-step plan for a student

1. Pick a degree you can finish well. A recognised degree with good marks matters for many
company hiring rules.

2. Start one skill in your first year. Data analytics is a strong start for any stream: Excel, then SQL,
then Power BI.

3. Build 3 portfolio projects by your second year. Use public data and explain your findings in
simple words.

4. Do at least one internship. LinkedIn's data shows internships are becoming more common
among entry-level hires.

5. Add Al and one advanced skill. Learn to use Al tools for analysis, then add Python or machine
learning before you graduate.

Uncodemy's Data Analytics course covers Excel, SQL, Power B, Tableau and Python with project
work, which maps to steps 2 and 3.
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Frequently asked questions

Which IT course is best after 12th?

If you have maths in science and clear an entrance exam, B.Tech in CSE or IT has the highest
employability in the India Skills Report 2026 (about 80% for computer science). BCA, B.Sc and BBA
or B.Com with analytics are good lower-cost routes when combined with a practical skill.

Can a commerce or arts student get an IT job?

Yes. Roles like data analyst, business analyst and MIS executive are open to any stream if you learn
Excel, SQL and a BI tool and show projects. Commerce graduate employability rose to 62.81% in the
India Skills Report 2026.

Is BCA good for an IT career?

BCA is a common route into software and data roles. The coverage we read did not report a
separate BCA employability figure, so focus on building skills and projects during the course.

What is the salary after a data analytics course?

PayScale's self-reported data shows entry-level Data Analysts in India averaging about Rs 4.1 lakh
total pay, and early-career (1 to 4 years) about Rs 5.7 lakh. Your offer depends on skills, city and
company.

Is this PDF free?

Yes. Fill in the short form on this page and the PDF downloads right away.

Sources and further reading

* Careers360: India Skills Report 2026, CS and IT engineers most employable

* People Matters: Entry-level hiring climbs 168% as Al roles and internships gain ground (LinkedIn
Grad's Guide 2026)

* People Matters: 170 million jobs to emerge by 2030 but 92 million at risk, WEF warns (Future of
Jobs Report 2025)

» Telangana Today: Al skills feature in 15.4% of tech job descriptions (Naukri World Al Day Report
2026)

* PayScale: Data Analyst salary in India (self-reported)

* HR Katha: Top 10 fast-growing jobs in India (LinkedIn Jobs on the Rise 2026)

* Angel One News: India tech industry projected to reach $315 billion in FY26 with Al revenues of
$10-12 billion (NASSCOM)

About this PDF

Prepared by the Uncodemy career team from the public sources listed. We update it every January. Corrections:
info@uncodemy.com.

More free resources and courses: uncodemy.com | info@uncodemy.com | +91 98183 66550
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