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College students can freelance when they have one skill clients pay for, such as websites,

app features, data cleaning and dashboards, content, design or digital marketing. Start
with a small portfolio of three samples, get your first clients through your own network and

local businesses, then use platforms like Upwork and Fiverr. Agree scope and payment in

writing, deliver on time, keep records for tax, and keep studies first.

Key takeaways

* Pick one skill and one type of client first; general I do everything' profiles rarely win work.

* Three good portfolio samples, even unpaid or self-made, are enough to start.

* Your first clients often come from people you know and local businesses, not platforms.

* Always agree scope, timeline, price and payment terms in writing before you start.

* Freelance income is taxable; keep records and take advice if your income grows.

Is freelancing right for you?

Freelancing means doing paid projects for clients without being their employee. For students it can

build real skills, a portfolio, communication practice and some income. It also needs discipline,

because clients expect deadlines to be met even during exams.

It suits you if you already have one practical skill at a basic professional level and can commit a

fixed number of hours a week.

Skills that clients commonly pay for

Web development
App development

Data

Automation and
scripting

Testing
Design

Content and marketing

uncodemy.com

Landing pages, business websites, WordPress setup, small React apps
Simple Android or Flutter apps, fixing bugs in existing apps

Excel cleanup, dashboards in Power Bl or Google Sheets, data entry automation
with Python

Web scraping of public data, scripts that save repetitive work

Manual testing of websites and apps, writing test cases
Social media posts, logos, presentation design, Ul mockups in Figma

Technical blog posts, SEO basics, social media management
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Tutoring Programming or maths tutoring for school students

Start with what you can already do well, not what pays the most in theory.

Step 1: Build a small portfolio

You need proof before clients trust you.

* Make three samples in your chosen skill. For web development: a restaurant site, a portfolio site
and a small booking form.

¢ |If you have no clients yet, create realistic sample projects or redesign a local business website
as a concept (do not present it as client work).

* Put each sample on a simple portfolio page or GitHub with screenshots and a one-line
description.

* Write what problem it solves, the tools used and the time taken.

Step 2: Find youir first clients

Your own hetwork

¢ Tell friends, family and seniors what you do, with your portfolio link.
* College clubs, fests and departments often need websites, posters and forms.

* Local shops, coaching centres, clinics and restaurants often need a basic website, Google
Business Profile setup or social media help.

Platforms

* Upwork, Fiverr and Freelancer are popular global marketplaces. Each has its own rules, fees
and age requirements; read them before you sign up.

* LinkedIn: share your work and let people know you take projects.

e Communities: Discord and Slack groups in your field sometimes share small paid tasks.

On platforms, competition is high at the start. A clear, specific profile and small, well-done first jobs
help you get reviews.

Step 3: Write a good proposal

Keep it short and specific:

1. One line showing you understood their problem.
2. How you would do it, in two or three steps.

3. Alink to a relevant sample.

4. Timeline and price, or a question to clarify scope.

Avoid copy-paste proposals. Clients can tell.
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Step 4: Price your work

There is no single right price. Consider:

¢ The time the project will take, including revisions and communication

* What similar freelancers with similar experience charge on the platform or locally
* The value to the client

Ways to price:

* Fixed price per project: easier for small, clear tasks.

* Hourly: better when scope is unclear.

* Milestones: split bigger projects into parts with payment after each.

Starting a little lower to get reviews is common, but do not work for aimost nothing for long. Use
Uncodemy's freelance rate calculator to estimate a sensible rate.

Step 5: Agree everything in writing

Before you start, confirm by email or on the platform:

¢ Exact scope: pages, features, number of revisions

* What the client will provide: content, images, logins
e Timeline with dates

* Price, advance amount and payment schedule

¢ Who owns the final work and source files

For direct clients, ask for an advance, often a part of the total, before you begin. On platforms, use
their contract and payment protection features.

Step 6: Deliver professionally

* Share progress updates at agreed times.

* Ask questions early instead of guessing.

¢ Test your work on mobile and desktop before delivery.

* Hand over files, logins and a short guide on how to use what you built.
e Ask for a review or testimonial if the client is happy.

Step 7: Payments, records and tax

* Use official channels: platform payments, bank transfers or UPI with invoices.

* For foreign clients, use the platform'’s withdrawal method or a recognised payment service, and
keep records.

* Keep a simple sheet of every project, invoice and payment.

* Income from freelancing is taxable under Indian income tax law. As your income grows, file
returns and talk to a chartered accountant about tax and any GST requirements. Check the
Income Tax Department website for official guidance.

uncodemy.com Page 3 of 5



Balancing freelancing and studies

* Fix a weekly limit, for example 8 to 10 hours during term.

* Do not take large projects in the month before exams.

¢ Tell clients your availability honestly.

* Keep academics and core skill building ahead of short-term income.

Avoiding scams

Be careful with:

¢ Clients who ask you to pay a fee to get the project
* Requests to move payment outside the platform early

‘Test tasks” that are actually full projects for free
* Cheques or payments for more than agreed, followed by a request to send money back
* Requests for bank passwords, OTPs or personal documents

If something feels wrong, stop and ask a senior or mentor.

Growing after the first few projects

Once you have three to five happy clients, raise your rate gradually, narrow your niche, and ask
satisfied clients for referrals. Repeat clients are far easier than new ones.

A 60-day plan to start

1to 10 Choose one skill; make portfolio sample 1

1Mto 25 Samples 2 and 3; portfolio page; Linkedin update

26 to 40 Tell your network; contact 10 local businesses; create one platform profile
41to 60 Send 3 to 5 tailored proposals a week; deliver first projects; ask for reviews

Keep learning while you earn

Use client work to learn, not only to earn. After each project, note one new skill you picked up and
one thing you would do differently. Add the best projects to your portfolio and resume. Over a year,
this turns small freelance tasks into strong proof for internships and jobs.

Frequently asked questions

Can college students do freelancing in India?

Yes, many students do small freelance projects alongside studies. Check each platform'’s own
rules, including age requirements, and keep studies first.
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Which skill is best for freelancing as a student?

Pick a skill you already do well, such as websites, dashboards, design, testing or content. Clear,
specific skills win more work than general profiles.

How do | get my first freelance client with no experience?
Build three portfolio samples, then tell your network and local businesses what you do. Platforms

work better once you have a few reviews.

How much should | charge for freelance work?

Estimate the hours, look at what similar freelancers charge and consider the value to the client.
Start fair, then raise your rates as you get reviews.

Is freelance income taxable for students?

Yes, freelance income is taxable under Indian law. Keep records and, as income grows, get advice
from a chartered accountant.

Is this PDF free?

Yes. Fill in the short form on this page and the PDF downloads right away.

Sources and further reading

» Upwork (official site)
* Fiverr (official site)
* Income Tax Department, Government of India

* Cyber crime reporting portal (Ministry of Home Affairs)

About this PDF

Prepared by the Uncodemy career team from the public sources listed. We update it every January. Corrections:
info@uncodemy.com.

More free resources and courses: uncodemy.com | info@uncodemy.com | +91 98183 66550
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