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Artificial intelligence has the fastest-growing job demand in Indian tech right now.
LinkedIn's India head said Al engineering roles rose 51% in the last year (August 2026), and
Naukri JobSpeak shows Al/ML hiring up 20% year on year in September 2026. The best
chances go to students who can build and test real generative Al and agent-based
applications, not only use chatbots.

Key takeaways

e WEF Future of Jobs Report 2025: Al and Machine Learning Specialists are the third fastest-
growing job for 2025-2030 and are named among India’s fastest-growing roles.

* Linkedin (Aug 2026): Al engineering roles in India rose 51% in a year, and India has added about
311,000 Al-related jobs since 2023.

¢ AmbitionBox self-reported pay for Al Engineers: about Rs 10.4-11.5 lakh at 1-3 years and Rs 15.3-
16.9 lakh at 3-6 years (Nov 2026).

* The government's IndiaAl Mission (Rs 10,300+ crore) offers 38,000+ GPUs at a subsidised Rs 65
per hour, with 20,000 more announced in February 2026.

* Generative Al and agentic Al (Al that plans and takes actions) are the main skill areas. Python,
APIs, RAG, evaluation and safety matter more than prompt tricks.

Where Al stands in India in 2026

Artificial intelligence (Al) is software that can learn from data, understand language, see images
and make decisions. Since 2023, generative Al (tools that write text, code and imoges) has moved
Al from research labs into everyday business software.

What trusted sources say about India in 2026:

* Hiring is growing fast. Naukri JobSpeak reports Al/ML hiring up 25% year on year in June 2026
and 20% in September 2026. In September, fresher Al/ML hiring grew 19%, even though overall
IT/Software Services hiring fell 4%.

* Alengineering is the hottest role. Linkedin's India country manager said in August 2026 that Al
engineering roles in India rose 51% in the last year and India has added about 311,000 Al-related
jobs since 2023.

* Industry revenue from Al is real but still small. As reported by PTl, NASSCOM estimates Al
revenue of USD 10-12 billion in FY26 out of total tech industry revenue of USD 315 billion. Over 20
lakh employees have been upskilled in Al, including up to 3 lakh in advanced Al skills.

* The government is investing in compute. A PIB release of 17 February 2026 says the IndiaAl
Mission (Rs 10,300+ crore) has made 38,000+ high-end GPUs available at Rs 65 per hour for
startups, researchers and students, with 20,000 more GPUs announced.
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* Workers are already using Al. The India Skills Report 2026 says more than 90% of Indian
employees have started working with generative Al tools.

Al'is no longer a niche. It is becoming a skill expected across software, data, marketing and
operations jobs.

Main job roles and what each one does

Al Engineer [ GenAl Build applications on top of large language models (LLMs): chatbots,
Developer document search, coding helpers
Agentic Al Developer Build Al agents that plan steps, call tools and APIs, and finish tasks with

human checks

Machine Learning Engineer  Train, deploy and monitor ML models in production

Data Scientist Build predictive models and analyse data for business decisions

MLOps / LLMOps Engineer Automate deployment, cost tracking, monitoring and versioning of Al
systems

Al Evaluation and Safety Test Al outputs for accuracy, bias, security and policy compliance

Specialist

Al Product Manager Decide what Al features to build, measure value and manage risk

Freshers usually enter as Al engineer trainee, junior ML engineer, or software developer on an Al
team.

Skills you need

Programming and data

* Python (strong), SQL, Git and basic software engineering.
* APIs and web basics: REST, JSON, FastAPI or Flask, a simple front end.

Machine learning foundations
¢ Statistics, linear algebra basics, classic ML, neural networks.
Generative Al and agentic Al

¢ Using LLM APIs and open-source models.

* Retrieval-augmented generation (RAG): embeddings, vector databases, chunking.

¢ Agents: tool calling, planning, memory, multi-step workflows, human approval steps.
¢ Evaluation: test sets, measuring accuracy and hallucination, cost and speed tracking.
¢ Safety: prompt injection, data privacy, guardrails.

Cloud and deployment: Docker, one cloud platform (AWS, Azure or GCP), monitoring.

WEF's 2025 report lists Al and big data as the fastest-growing skill group for 2025-2030, followed by
networks and cybersecurity and technological literacy.
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Salary path: fresher to 5 years

These are self-reported salaries on AmbitionBox (updated November 2026). Each figure is the
range AmbitionBox shows for the average in that band. AmbitionBox does not show a 0-1year
band for these roles.

S XS X [ S

Al Engineer Rs 10.4-11.5 lakh Rs15.3-16.9 lakh Rs 20.8-30 lakh (small sample of 44)
Machine Learning Engineer Rs 9.2-10.2 lakh  Rs13.1-145lakh  Rs 20.1-22.2 lakh (AmbitionBox estimate)

Data Scientist Rs 11.3-12.5 lakh  Rs 15-16.6 lakh Rs 20.5-22.6 lakh

Source: AmbitionBox, self-reported, November 2026.

Fresher benchmark: the TCS All India NQT Hiring 2026 notice lists entry packages of Rs 3.40 lakh
(Ninja, UG), Rs 7.09-7.30 lakh (Digital, UG fresher) and Rs 9.09-9.30 lakh (Prime, UG fresher). Many
students start in such roles and move to Al teams after 1-2 years.

Pay varies widely. Product companies and Al startups often pay more than services firms, but they
also test harder in interviews.

Year-by-year guide: 2026 to 2031

2026

Learn Python properly and the basics of ML. Build your first LLM app (for example, a chatbot that
answers questions from your college notes using RAG). Fresher Al/ML hiring grew 19% year on year
in September 2026 (Naukri), so start building early.

2027

Learn agentic Al: tool calling, multi-step workflows and human-in-the-loop checks. Learn to
evaluate your apps with test sets. Deploy one project on the cloud. Use IndiaAl compute or free
cloud credits where possible.

2028

Aim for an Al engineer, ML engineer or Al-focused developer job. Learn LLMOps: monitoring, logging,
cost control and version control for prompts and models. Pick a domain (bcmking, health,
education, legal, monufocturing).

2029

Go deeper: fine-tuning smaller models, multimodal Al (text, image, voice) and Al security. Indian-
language Al is a strong area for India-focused products.

2030

WEF's survey runs to 2030: 86% of employers expect Al and information processing to transform
their business by then, and 39% of core skills worldwide (37% in India) are expected to change.
Keep re-learning tools every year.
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2031

No trusted source publishes job or salary forecasts for India beyond 2030, so the 2029, 2030 and
2031 notes below are skills guidance, not predictions. Expect Al skills to be a basic requirement in
most tech jobs. Senior Al engineers will likely be judged on reliable, safe systems that save real
time or money.

How Al is changing the Al field itself

* Codingis faster. Al coding assistants write much of the routine code. Engineers spend more
time on design, testing and reviewing.

* Less model training, more system building. Most companies use existing models and connect
them to their own data and tools. The skill is building a reliable system around the model.

* Evaluation and safety are core skills. Companies now need people who can prove that an Al
system works and does not leak data. The DSCI-SANS 2025-26 report says 83% of organisations
call Al and GenAl security skills a critical need.

* Some jobs shrink while others grow. WEF says Al and information processing could create 11
million jobs and displace 9 million worldwide by 2030. Two-thirds of employers plan to hire for Al
skills, and 40% expect to reduce staff where Al can automate tasks.

Do not chase every new tool. Learn the fundamentals that stay the same: Python, data, APIs,
testing and clear thinking.

Who should choose Al

Al is a good choice if you:

¢ enjoy coding and building things that people use;
e are comfortable with some maths and statistics;
* like learning new things often, because tools change every few months;

* have aB.Tech, BCA, MCA, B.Sc (CS, IT, maths) or similar background, or are a working developer
who wants to move into Al.

Students from non-CS branches such as mechanical, electrical or commerce can also enter Al,
but they should plan for 6-12 months of steady coding practice first. Domain knowledge from your
branch can become an advantage, for example Al for manufacturing quality checks or Al for
accounting tasks.

If you dislike coding, consider roles that use Al tools inside other jobs (onolytics, marketing,
operations) instead of building Al systems.

A 5-step plan for students

1. Python and software basics (8-10 weeks). Functions, classes, files, APIs, Git.
2. ML foundations (8 weeks). Statistics, scikit-learn, neural network basics.

3. Generative Al projects (8 weeks). Build a RAG app and an app that uses an LLM API with
structured outputs.
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4. Agentic Al and evaluation (6-8 weeks). Build one agent that uses tools to finish a real task, with
a test set and a safety checklist.

5. Deploy, document and apply. Host projects on the cloud, write clear READMEs, and apply for Al
engineer trainee, ML engineer and developer roles. Prepare to explain design choices, costs and
failure cases.

Frequently asked questions

Is Al a good career in India in 2026?

Yes. Naukri JobSpeak shows Al/ML hiring up 20% year on year in September 2026, and LinkedIn says
Al engineering roles in India rose 51% in a year (Aug 2026). Competition is high, so build and deploy
real projects.

What is the salary of an Al engineer in India?

AmbitionBox self-reported data (Nov 2026) shows an average range of about Rs 10.4-11.5 lakh at 1-
3 years and Rs 15.3-16.9 lakh at 3-6 years. Fresher offers vary widely by company.

What is agentic AI?

Agentic Al means Al systems that can plan steps, use tools or APIs and complete tasks, usually
with a human checking key actions. It builds on generative Al skills like LLM APIs and RAG.

Do | need to be very good at maths for Al?

For building Al applications, basic statistics and logic are enough to start. For research or model
training roles, you need stronger linear algebra, calculus and probability.

Is this PDF free?

Yes. Fill in the short form on this page and the PDF downloads right away.

Sources and further reading

» World Economic Forum, Future of Jobs Report 2025 (full PDF)

* Naukri JobSpeak, September 2026 (published 6 Oct 2026): Al/ML roles continue growth streak
* Naukri JobSpeak, June 2026: Al-ML and fresher hiring lead the charge

* Business Today: LinkedIn India head on Al jobs and skills change by 2030 (22 Aug 2026)

* PTl via The Week: India FY26 tech revenues seen 6.1 pc up at USD 315 bn, jobs also grow:
Nasscom (24 Feb 2026)

* PIB: India's Al Moment, 20,000 additional GPUs (17 Feb 2026)
» Careers360: India Skills Report 2026 (ETS with CII, AICTE, AU, Taggd), employability 56.35%

¢ DSCI and SANS Institute: Indian Cyber Security Skilling Landscape Report 2025-26, press release
(1 May 2026)

e AmbitionBox: Al Engineer salaries in India (self-reported, updated Nov 2026)

e AmbitionBox: Machine Learning Engineer salaries in India (self-reported, updated Nov 2026)
* AmbitionBox: Data Scientist salaries in India (self-reported, updated Nov 2026)

¢ TCS All India NQT Hiring 2026 notice (reproduced by RGUKT placement cell, 19 Feb 2026)
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https://www.businesstoday.in/india-at-100/story/ai-jobs-rise-51-in-india-but-75-of-job-skills-could-change-by-2030-linkedin-india-head-550758-2026-08-22
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https://news.careers360.com/india-skills-report-2026-employability-56-35-pc-ai-tools-digital-gig-economy-workforce-global-talent-hub/amp
https://www.dsci.in/files/content/press-release/2026/dsci-sans-indian-cyber-security-skilling-landscape-report-v2.pdf
https://www.dsci.in/files/content/press-release/2026/dsci-sans-indian-cyber-security-skilling-landscape-report-v2.pdf
https://www.ambitionbox.com/profile/ai-engineer-salary
https://www.ambitionbox.com/profile/machine-learning-engineer-salary
https://www.ambitionbox.com/profile/data-scientist-salary
https://hub2.rgukt.ac.in/hub/notice/download/notice.upload_attach.b6a2a753105dadae.5443535f4e51545f4e6f746963655f32303236202d2031392e30322e323032362e706466.pdf
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