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Cloud computing has strong scope in India for 2026-2031. Gartner forecasts end-user
public cloud spending in India to grow 28.1% to about USD 17.5 billion in 2026, driven by Al-
ready infrastructure. Freshers who learn Linux, one cloud platform, Docker, Kubernetes,
Terraform and CI/CD, and prove it with deployed projects, have good chances in cloud and
DevOps roles.

Key takeaways

Gartner (June 2026): India's end-user public cloud spending is forecast to grow 28.1% to USD
17.49 billion in 2026, with laaS growing 40%.

CBRE (H12026): India’'s data centre capacity is about 1.75 GW and on track to reach 2 GW by the
end of 2026.

WEF Future of Jobs Report 2025 lists DevOps Engineers among the 15 fastest-growing jobs for
2025-2030.

AmbitionBox self-reported pay: Cloud Engineer about Rs 5.2-5.8 lakh at 1-3 years and Rs 8-8.9
lakh at 3-6 years; DevOps Engineer Rs 5.8-6.4 lakh and Rs 8.3-9.2 lakh (Nov 2026).

Al workloads are a major driver of new cloud spending, so GPU, cost management and security
skills are becoming valuable.

Where cloud computing stands in India in 2026

Cloud computing means renting computing power, storage and software over the internet instead

of buying your own servers. AImost every app you use, from UPI payments to food delivery and
online classes, runs on cloud infrastructure.

The market is growing fast. Gartner's forecast (released 1 June 2026) for end-user public cloud
spending in India:

m 2025 (USD million) 2026 forecast (USD million) 2026 growth

laas (servers, storage) 4,470 6,259 40.0%
Paas (platforms) 5114 6,414 25.4%
Saas (software) 3,901 4,637 18.9%
Daas (virtual desktops) 171 176 2.9%

Total 13,656 17,487 28.1%
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Gartner says strong demand for Al-ready cloud infrastructure is redefining cloud investment
priorities in India.

Data centres are expanding. CBRE's H1 2026 report puts India’'s data centre capacity at about 1.75
GW, with around 130 MW added in the first half of 2026 and over 200 MW expected in the second

half, putting the country on track for 2 GW by year end. CBRE says more than 15% of cumulative
commitments from 2021 to H1 2026 were tied to Al.

Jobs: the WEF Future of Jobs Report 2025 lists DevOps Engineers among the 15 fastest-growing
jobs for 2025-2030. Naukri JobSpeak (June 2026) reported 18% year-on-year hiring growth for the
IT and Information Security function. Overall IT/Software Services hiring was down 4% in September
2026, so employers are selective even though cloud spending is rising.

Main job roles and what each one does

Cloud Support / Cloud Help users, fix basic cloud issues, manage accounts and monitoring alerts
Associate
Cloud Engineer Set up and manage servers, networks, storage and databases on AWS,

Azure or GCP
DevOps Engineer Automate building, testing and releasing software with CI/CD pipelines

Site Reliability Engineer (SRE)  Keep systems fast and available; handle monitoring, incidents and

capacity

Platform Engineer Build internal platforms (often on Kubernetes) that developers use to ship
apps

Cloud Security Engineer Secure cloud accounts, permissions, networks and data

FinOps / Cloud Cost Analyst Track and reduce cloud bills
Cloud Architect Design full cloud systems; a senior role
Freshers usually start in cloud support, system administration, junior DevOps or IT operations roles.

After 2-3 years, many move into DevOps, SRE or cloud security. The jump usually comes from
owning real work, such as running a production pipeline or handling incidents, not from titles.

Skills you need

Foundations

¢ Linux command line, shell scripting and basic Python.
* Networking: IP addresses, subnets, DNS, load balancers, firewalls.
e Git and GitHub.

Cloud and DevOps tools

* One cloud platform in depth: AWS, Microsoft Azure or Google Cloud.
¢ Containers: Docker, then Kubernetes.
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¢ Infrastructure as Code: Terraform.
° CI/CD: GitHub Actions, GitLab CI or Jenkins.
* Monitoring: Prometheus, Grafana, cloud-native logging.

Growing areas: cloud security, cost management (FinOps) and running Al workloads (GPUs, model
serving).

The ISC2 2025 study for India lists cloud security as the second most needed security skill (43% of
respondents), after Al. WEF's 2025 report lists networks and cybersecurity and technological
literacy among the fastest-growing skills.

Salary path: fresher to 5 years

These are self-reported salaries on AmbitionBox (updated November 2026). Each figure is the
range AmbitionBox shows for the average in that band. AmbitionBox does not show a 0-1year
band for these roles.

N T N

Cloud Engineer Rs 5.2-5.8 lakh Rs 8.0-8.9 lakh Rs 11.9-13.2 lakh

DevOps Engineer Rs 5.8-6.4 lakh Rs 8.3-9.2 lakh Rs 12.7-14.0 lakh

Source: AmbitionBox, self-reported, November 2026.

Fresher benchmark: the TCS All India NQT Hiring 2026 notice lists entry packages of Rs 3.40 lakh
(Ninja, UG), Rs 7.09-7.30 lakh (Digital, UG fresher) and Rs 9.09-9.30 lakh (Prime, UG fresher). Many
cloud engineers start in IT services at these levels.

Pay grows faster with Kubernetes, Terraform, security and production on-call experience. Product
companies and global capability centres (GCCs) often pay more. Naukri reported GCC hiring up
4% year on year in September 2026, led by Hyderabad at 23%.

Year-by-year guide: 2026 to 2031

2026

Learn Linux, networking and Git. Pick one cloud (AWS, Azure or GCP) and use the free tier to host a
simple website and database. Gartner expects India’s public cloud spending to grow 28.1% this
year, so cloud basics are useful in almost any IT job.

2027

Learn Docker and Kubernetes, then Terraform. Build a CI/CD pipeline that tests and deploys an app
automatically. Consider one associate-level cloud certification to support your projects.

2028

Aim for your first job in cloud support, junior DevOps or cloud engineering. Learn monitoring,
incident handling and cost control. Practise writing short incident reports.
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2029

Specialise: SRE, platform engineering, cloud security or Al infrastructure (GPU clusters, model
serving). Learn a second cloud at a basic level, because many companies use more than one.

2030

WEF's survey runs to 2030 and expects 39% of workers' core skills to change by then (37% in India).
Aim for a senior engineer or specialist role with real production experience.

2031

No trusted source publishes job or salary forecasts for India beyond 2030, so the 2029, 2030 and
2031 notes below are skills guidance, not predictions. Expect cloud work to be more automated
and more tied to Al systems. Architects who understand cost, security and reliability together will
be valued most.

How Al is changing cloud computing

¢ Aldrives new spending. Gartner links India’s 2026 cloud growth to demand for Al-ready
infrastructure, and CBRE ties more than 15% of data centre commitments since 2021 to Al.
* Al writes scripts and configs. Al assistants can draft Terraform files, YAML and shell scripts.

Engineers must review this code carefully, because one wrong setting can expose data or raise
the bill.

* New skills appear. Running GPUs, serving models and controlling Al costs are new tasks for
cloud teams.

* Employers expect Al skills. WEF says 86% of employers expect Al and information processing to
transform their business by 2030, and two-thirds plan to hire talent with Al skills.

Routine manual server work is shrinking. Automation, security and Al infrastructure skills are
growing.

Who should choose cloud computing

Cloud and DevOps suit you if you:

* like fixing problems and understanding how systems connect;

* enjoy automating repeated tasks;

e can handle pressure when a live system goes down;

* come from B.Tech, BCA, MCA, B.Sc (IT/CS), or a system administration or networking job.

You do not need to be a top coder, but you must be comfortable with scripting and the command
line. Some roles include on-call duty outside normal hours.

Common mistakes to avoid:

* Collecting many certificates without building anything. Interviewers ask you to explain what you
deployed and why.

* Learning three clouds at a shallow level. Go deep in one first.

¢ Skipping Linux and networking. Most real cloud problems are network, permission or
configuration problems.
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* Leaving free-tier resources running. Learn to set budget alerts early, because cost control is a
real job skill.

A 5-step plan for students

1. Linux, networking and Git (6-8 weeks). Practise daily on a Linux machine or virtual machine.
2. One cloud platform (8 weeks). Learn compute, storage, networking (VPC), IAM and databases.
Host a real app on the free tier.

3. Docker, Kubernetes and Terraform (8-10 weeks). Containerise your app, deploy it on
Kubernetes and create the infrastructure with Terraform.

4. cl/cD and monitoring (4-6 weeks). Build a pipeline that tests and deploys on every code push,
and add dashboards and alerts.

5. Document and apply. Put every project on GitHub with diagrams and a clear README. Apply for
cloud support, junior DevOps and cloud engineer roles, and be ready to explain your setup,
costs and what you would do if it failed.

Frequently asked questions

Is cloud computing a good career in India in 2026?

Yes. Gartner forecasts India’s public cloud spending to grow 28.1% to about USD 17.5 billion in 2026,
and WEF lists DevOps Engineers among the fastest-growing jobs. Employers want hands-on,
deployed projects.

What is the salary of a cloud engineer in India?

AmbitionBox self-reported data (Nov 2026) shows an average range of about Rs 5.2-5.8 lakh at 1-3
years and Rs 8-8.9 lakh at 3-6 years. DevOps engineers report about Rs 8.3-9.2 lakh at 3-6 years.

Which cloud should | learn first: AWS, Azure or GCP?

Pick one and learn it well. The core ideas (compute, storage, networking, IAM) are similar, so
moving to a second cloud later is easier. Check which platform appears most in job posts in your
target city.

Is coding needed for cloud and DevOps?
You need scripting (Bash or Python) and must read and write configuration files such as YAML and
Terraform. Deep application coding is less important than for software developer roles.

Is this PDF free?

Yes. Fill in the short form on this page and the PDF downloads right away.

Sources and further reading

* IT Voice: Gartner forecasts end-user public cloud spending in India to surpass $17 billion in 2026
(Gartner release, 1 June 2026)

* CXOToday: CBRE H1 2026 report, India data centre capacity hits 1.75 GW
» World Economic Forum, Future of Jobs Report 2025 (full PDF)
* Naukri JobSpeak, June 2026: Al-ML and fresher hiring lead the charge
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https://www.itvoice.in/gartner-forecasts-end-user-public-cloud-spending-in-india-to-surpass-17-billion-in-2026
https://www.itvoice.in/gartner-forecasts-end-user-public-cloud-spending-in-india-to-surpass-17-billion-in-2026
https://cxotoday.com/hardware/cbre-h1-2026-report-india-data-center-capacity-hits-1-75-gw-set-to-cross-2-gw-by-year-end/
https://reports.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Future_of_Jobs_Report_2025.pdf
https://www.naukri.com/blog/naukri-jobspeak-white-collar-hiring-grows-6-in-june-2026-ai-ml-and-fresher-hiring-lead-the-charge/

* Naukri JobSpeak, September 2026 (published 6 Oct 2026): Al/ML roles continue growth streak
* ISC2: India cybersecurity workforce reaches a turning point (2025 ISC2 Cybersecurity Workforce

Study)
* AmbitionBox: Cloud Engineer salaries in India (self-reported, updated Nov 2026)

» AmbitionBox: DevOps Engineer salaries in India (self-reported, updated Nov 2026)
» TCS All India NQT Hiring 2026 notice (reproduced by RGUKT placement cell, 19 Feb 2026)
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https://www.naukri.com/blog/naukri-jobspeak-october-2026-white-collar-hiring-ai-ml-growth/
https://www.isc2.org/Insights/2026/09/research-india-cybersecurity-workforce-reaches-a-turning-point-skills-ai
https://www.isc2.org/Insights/2026/09/research-india-cybersecurity-workforce-reaches-a-turning-point-skills-ai
https://www.ambitionbox.com/profile/cloud-engineer-salary
https://www.ambitionbox.com/profile/devops-engineer-salary
https://hub2.rgukt.ac.in/hub/notice/download/notice.upload_attach.b6a2a753105dadae.5443535f4e51545f4e6f746963655f32303236202d2031392e30322e323032362e706466.pdf

