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UI UX design has good scope in India for 2026-2031, but it is a different job from graphic
design. WEF lists UI and UX Designers among the 15 fastest-growing jobs to 2030, while
Graphic Designers are among the fastest-declining. Freshers who show real problem
solving in case studies, understand users and work well with developers and AI tools have
the best chances.

Key takeaways

WEF Future of Jobs Report 2025 lists UI and UX Designers among the 15 fastest-growing jobs for
2025-2030, while Graphic Designers appear among the fastest-declining jobs.
Figma's 2025 AI report (2,500 users): 52% of AI builders say design matters more for AI products
than for traditional products, and 95% say it matters at least as much.
Only 31% of designers use AI in core design work, compared with 59% of developers for code
generation (Figma 2025).
PayScale self-reported pay (411 profiles, Sept 2026): UX Designers average about Rs 6.3 lakh
base; entry level about Rs 4.0 lakh and 1-4 years about Rs 6.1 lakh total pay.

PayScale reports Senior UX Designers at 5-9 years averaging about Rs 14.7 lakh total pay (189
profiles, updated Sept 2025).

Where UI UX design stands in India in 2026

UI (user interface) design is about how an app looks: screens, layouts, buttons, colours and type.
UX (user experience) design is about how it works for people: whether they can find what they
need, finish a task and trust the product. Most jobs ask for both.

The global outlook is positive, with a warning. The WEF Future of Jobs Report 2025 shows:

WEF Future of Jobs 2025 (2025-2030) Where the role appears

UI and UX Designers Among the 15 fastest-growing jobs

Software and Applications Developers Among the 15 fastest-growing jobs

Graphic Designers Among the fastest-declining jobs

The difference matters. Making attractive visuals alone is under pressure. Designing how a product
works, based on user research and business goals, is growing.

More software means more design work. GitHub's Octoverse 2025 says India added more than 5
million developers in 2025 and projects 57.5 million developers in India by 2030. Every app those
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developers build needs screens and flows that people can use.

AI products still need design. Figma's 2025 AI report, based on a survey of 2,500 Figma users,
found 52% of AI builders say design is more important for AI-powered products than for traditional
ones, and 95% say it is at least as important. One in three respondents launched an AI-powered
product in the past year.

Hiring in India is selective. Naukri JobSpeak showed overall IT/Software Services hiring down 4%
year on year in September 2026. Nasscom estimates India's tech industry at USD 315 billion in FY26,
up 6.1%, with headcount up about 2.3%. Design roles exist in product startups, GCCs, agencies and
IT services, but strong portfolios win.

Main job roles and what each one does

Role What you do Typical entry path

UI Designer Design screens, components and visual style Fresher with a strong
portfolio

UX Designer Map user journeys, wireframes, flows and
usability tests

Fresher with case studies

Product Designer Own UI and UX for a product area with product
and engineering teams

1-3 years, or strong
fresher

UX Researcher Plan and run interviews, surveys and usability
studies

Psychology, HCI or UX
background

Interaction or Motion
Designer

Design animations and micro-interactions UI base plus motion tools

Design System Designer Build reusable component libraries 2+ years

UX Engineer / Front-end
Designer

Turn designs into working front-end code Design plus HTML, CSS,
JavaScript

The UX Engineer path connects well with full stack development. Designers who can build front
ends, and developers who understand design, are useful in small teams.

Skills you need

Design foundations

Design principles: layout, spacing, type, colour, contrast and hierarchy.

Accessibility basics: readable text, keyboard use, screen reader support.
Mobile-first and responsive design.

UX process

User research: interviews, surveys, usability testing.
Information architecture, user flows and wireframes.

Prototyping and testing with real users.
Writing clear UX copy for buttons, errors and forms.
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Tools

Figma, including components and auto layout.

Basic HTML, CSS and JavaScript, so you understand what developers can build.
Analytics basics, to see how users actually behave.

Growing areas

Designing AI features: chat interfaces, showing confidence, handling wrong answers.
Using AI tools for research summaries, early ideas and content drafts.

Design systems and working closely with developers.

Figma's report found more than 80% of designers and developers say learning to work with AI will
be essential to success in their role.

Salary path: fresher to 5 years

These figures are self-reported on PayScale. Use them as rough guides; offers vary a lot by city,
company and portfolio quality.

Stage Pay (per year) Source and sample

Entry level (under 1
year)

About Rs 4.0 lakh average total pay PayScale, UX Designer, 168
salaries

1-4 years About Rs 6.1 lakh average total pay PayScale, UX Designer, 295
salaries

All levels, average
base

About Rs 6.3 lakh (10th-90th percentile about Rs
2.3 lakh to Rs 20 lakh)

PayScale, 411 profiles,
updated Sept 2026

Senior UX Designer, 1-
4 years

About Rs 9.6 lakh average total pay PayScale, Senior UX Designer

Senior UX Designer, 5-
9 years

About Rs 14.7 lakh average total pay PayScale, 189 profiles,
updated Sept 2025

The wide range shows that two designers with the same years of experience can earn very
different amounts. Moving from making screens to owning product decisions, backed by research
and results, is what moves you up.

Year-by-year guide: 2026 to 2031

2026
Learn design basics and Figma, and build three case studies that show the problem, research,
options, final design and results. Apply for internships and junior UI or UX roles.

2027
In your first role, learn to work with product managers and developers. Practise running usability
tests and presenting your reasoning.
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2028
Own a product area. Learn design systems, accessibility and basic analytics. Start designing for AI
features such as chat and recommendations.

2029

With about 3 years of experience, choose a direction: product design, UX research, design systems,
or UX engineering.

2030
WEF's outlook runs to 2030 and expects 39% of workers' core skills to change by then. Expect AI tools
to handle more routine visual work, so your value will lie in research, judgement and problem
solving.

2031

No major source publishes UI UX job forecasts beyond 2030. Skills that should stay valuable:
understanding users, clear thinking about flows, accessibility, working with engineers, and
designing trustworthy AI experiences.

How AI is changing UI UX design

Figma's 2025 AI report gives a clear picture of where designers stand:

Lower AI use in core work. 31% of designers use AI in core design work such as asset generation,
compared with 59% of developers who use it for code generation.

Efficiency but not reliability. 78% of respondents agree AI makes their work more efficient, but
only 32% say they can rely on its output.

Satisfaction gap. 69% of designers are satisfied with AI tools, compared with 82% of developers.
54% of designers say AI improves the quality of their work.
Agents are a new design problem. 51% of Figma users working on AI products are building
agents, up from 21% the year before.

What this means:

Routine visual tasks, such as quick mockups or icon variations, will be faster with AI. This fits with
WEF listing Graphic Designers among the fastest-declining jobs.
Designing how AI products behave, how they explain themselves and how users recover from
mistakes is new work that needs UX thinking.
Designers who can test ideas quickly with AI, then validate them with real users, will move faster
than others.

Who should choose UI UX design

UI UX design suits you if you:

Are curious about why people use products the way they do.

Enjoy both visual work and logical problem solving.
Can take feedback and change your design without getting upset.
Can explain your decisions clearly in words.
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Students from B.Des, B.Tech, BCA, BBA, psychology and fine arts backgrounds can all enter. It may
not suit you if you only want to make attractive graphics without research, or if you dislike working
in teams. Drawing skill is not required; clear thinking is.

A simple test: pick an app you use every day, list three problems you face in it, and sketch better
flows on paper. If you enjoy this and want to ask real users what they think, UX is likely a good fit.

A 5-step plan for students

1. Learn the basics (months 1-2). Design principles, typography, colour, layout and accessibility.
Copy and study good apps.

2. Learn Figma (months 2-3). Components, auto layout, prototyping and design files that
developers can use.

3. Learn the UX process (months 3-6). Run small user interviews, map journeys, make wireframes,
test prototypes with five real users.

4. Build case studies (months 6-9). Make three projects: redesign of a real app with research, a
new mobile app, and one AI feature such as a chatbot flow. Show the problem, process and
outcome, not only final screens.

5. Add front-end basics and apply (months 9-12). Learn HTML, CSS and some JavaScript, publish
your portfolio online, and apply for internships and junior roles.

Frequently asked questions

Is UI UX design a good career in India in 2026?
Yes, for people who show strong case studies. WEF lists UI and UX Designers among the 15 fastest-
growing jobs to 2030, but hiring is selective and portfolio quality matters most.

What is the salary of a UI UX designer fresher in India?

PayScale self-reported data (Sept 2026) shows about Rs 4.0 lakh average total pay for UX
Designers with under 1 year of experience, and about Rs 6.1 lakh at 1-4 years.

Will AI replace UI UX designers?
WEF expects UI and UX Designer jobs to grow, while Graphic Designer jobs decline. AI speeds up
routine visual work, but research, product thinking and designing AI behaviour still need people.

Do UI UX designers need coding?
Coding is not required for most design roles, but basic HTML, CSS and JavaScript help you work
with developers and open UX engineer roles.

Is this PDF free?
Yes. Fill in the short form on this page and the PDF downloads right away.

Sources and further reading

World Economic Forum, Future of Jobs Report 2025 (full PDF)
Figma: 2025 AI report, perspectives from designers and developers (24 Apr 2025)
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https://reports.weforum.org/docs/WEF_Future_of_Jobs_Report_2025.pdf
https://www.figma.com/blog/figma-2025-ai-report-perspectives/


GitHub Octoverse 2025: A new developer joins GitHub every second as AI leads TypeScript to #1
Naukri JobSpeak, September 2026 (published October 2026)

Nasscom Annual Strategic Review 2026 press release (24 Feb 2026)
PayScale: UX Designer salary in India (self-reported, 411 profiles, updated 22 Sep 2026)

PayScale: Senior UX Designer salary in India (self-reported, 189 profiles, updated 21 Sep 2025)
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https://d3r3sr3o54kk15.cloudfront.net/s3fs-public/media_pdf/India%E2%80%99s%20tech%20industry%20continues%20to%20redefine%20AI-led%20transformation%2C%20efficiency%20and%20skilling--%20Nasscom%20Annual%20Strategic%20Review%202026.pdf
https://www.payscale.com/research/IN/Job=UX_Designer/Salary
https://www.payscale.com/research/IN/Job=Senior_UX_Designer/Salary

